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together by occasional general conferences, which in time of
Parliament met in London and partook of the character of a
national synod. It was positively startling; such a jump into the
modern world of party organization as no one, who did not
perceive the genius of presbyterianism, could have believed
possible in sixteenth-century England.

Just as this formidable and secret organization was being
built up, Whitgift, at the end of 15 83, opened his great attack
upon the disorders of the Church, attempting to enforce con-
formity by demanding from every minister subscription to
three articles, two of which were anathema to the Puritans. To
the stupefaction of everyone, the country seemed to rise up and
:urse him. Though he did not yet know it, he was fighting^ not
'individuals, who in isoktion might have quailed, but a discip-
lined party.

The strange modernity of the story was shown when Parlia-
ment met at the end of 15 84. The Puritans had ready a flood of
petitions from ministers, town corporations. Justices of the
Peace, and the gentry of whole counties. They held two general
conferences in London during the session of Parliament, and
launched their propaganda on the House of Commons, a body
beloved by them, and the sounding board of passionate Pto-
testant nationalism. The House was shaken, as also were coun-
cillors. Even Elizabeth was perturbed, but she stood firm for
conformity, vowing that she would call some of the Commons
to account, who had spoken disrespectfully of the bishops and
meddled with matters that were above their capacity and out-
side their province.e We understand', she angrily added^ 'they
be countenanced by some of our Council, which we will redress
or else uncouncii some of them.' Firmness was never mote
needed to save the Church, for many of the council - among
others, Leicester, Walsingham, and Burghley - sympathised
with the Puritans, and bitterly resented Whitgift's treatment of
them* Burghley wrote to the Archbishop denouncing his Rom-
ish proceedings, exceeding, he said, the devices used by the
Inquisitors of Spain to trap their prey. But Elizabeth perceived*
-as Burghley did not, the nature and seriousness of the Puritan